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1. Purpose of Report 

To update the Cabinet Member on the outcome of the statutory consultation on the 
proposal to expand Cheswick Green Primary School from 1 September 2022 and to 
determine the proposal in accordance with Department for Education guidance for 
decision makers.  

2. Decision(s) recommended 

2.1 Approve the expansion of Cheswick Green Primary School by 210 places (1 form 
entry) from 1 September 2022 subject to planning approval being achieved by 30 
June 2021. 

3. Matters for Consideration 

3.1 On 11 January 2021, the Cabinet Member considered the outcome of the consultation 
process on the proposal to expand Cheswick Green Primary School by 1 September 
2022 and approved that officers publish a statutory proposal for the expansion. 

3.2 A statutory notice was published on 27 January, on the Council website, through 
social media and in the local press, giving a four week period for all interested parties 
to comment on or object to the expansion proposals. The responses to the 
representation period are attached at Appendix A. 

3.3 When considering the proposals, the statutory guidance requires the Decision Maker 
to consider and have regard to a number of key factors.  These are: 



 

 
 

 Consultation 

 Education standards and diversity 

 Equal opportunities 

 Community cohesion 

 Travel and accessibility 

 Funding 

3.4 These criteria are outlined in more detail at Appendix B with an officer comment on 
whether these proposals meet the decision maker’s guidance. 

Outcome of the statutory consultation period 

3.5 45 responses have been received, including responses from Cheswick Green Parish 
Council and Cheswick Green Residents Association, to the statutory consultation 
period and these are attached at Appendix A.  

3.6 As with the first round of consultation undertaken in November 2020, traffic and 
parking around the school site and the impact this has on residents in the area, has 
come forward as the main concern. In addition, the level of additional accommodation 
being provided at the school, pollution and the alternative option of a new school have 
been raised.  All of these issues were considered in Appendix B of the Cabinet 
Member report in January 2021, so this has been updated and included again as 
Appendix C of this report. 

3.7 Attached at Appendix D is the draft transport assessment that has been undertaken 
for the proposal.  This report is compiled by independent transport consultants and 
considers the implications of the proposal on the local road network whilst weighing 
this against local and national planning policy. It also assesses the need for 
appropriate mitigation measures required to make the proposal acceptable in planning 
terms. This transport assessment, when finalised will be a key document for 
consideration by Planning Committee, it is attached to this report to provide a 
complete picture of the work being undertaken to support the proposal should it be 
approved.  

3.8 Based on the evidence presented in the draft transport assessment and the 
implementation of a number of mitigation measures including:- 



 

 
 

 The provision of a bespoke school bus (confirmed) 

 A park and stride scheme 

 The continuation of staggered start and end times for the school day  

 Promotion of the school travel plan.  

 Seek to negotiate reconfiguration of existing public service buses that service 
Blythe Valley and Cheswick Green.  

The draft report concludes that it is not considered that the expansion would have an 
unacceptable impact on highway safety nor have a severe residual cumulative impact 
on the operation of the road network 

3.9 The implementation of a range of mitigation measures will together ensure that the 
school is accessible by sustainable modes, for both the existing local community 
within Cheswick Green, but also for pupils drawn from Cheswick Place and Blythe Valley 
Park which the expanded school will serve.  

3.10 The School Travel Plan will complement these measures by promoting and 
encouraging the uptake of these modes to parents, pupils, staff, and visitors.   

3.11 A number of responses received during the consultation period have suggested that a 
school bus for primary age pupils would be inappropriate due the age of the pupils 
concerned.  However, a number of school buses already run in Solihull for pupils of 
this age range.  This school bus service would be solely for the use of pupils travelling 
to and from Cheswick Green Primary School and would include an adult transport 
assistant to support and supervise the pupils. 

3.12 Any park and stride scheme would initially be funded by the Council.  This has proved 
successful at other school expansions, as it does not rely on unpaid volunteers whose 
own circumstances can impact on the delivery of the service. However, this mitigation 
measure is dependent on seeking the agreement for the use of a site, in Cheswick 
Green Village, for the park and stride scheme to operate from. 

3.13 154 (72%) of the families on roll at Cheswick Green Primary School live within the 
catchment area of Cheswick Green School, the majority of which are within walking 
distance to the school.  It is important to have a focus around supporting those 
families that can walk to school to do so. This would have the biggest impact on 
addressing the concerns about traffic and parking raised by residents as part of this 
consultation process. 

3.14 This proposal will be subject to all normal planning processes and the impact on traffic 
and parking will be considered in detail by the Planning Committee. 

3.15 The School’s vision for teaching and learning has been at the heart of the feasibility 
work that has been undertaken and the proposed building scheme has been designed 
in accordance with Government building guidance contained within the Department for 
Education’s Area Guidelines for mainstream schools – Building Bulletin 103 which 
provides guidance on the space required for a two form entry (FE) school.  It is 



 

 
 

important to note the existing school buildings are greater than that required for a 1 FE 
primary school as the school was originally built with infrastructure for a 2FE school.  
This proposal provides significant investment in the school building.  The Head and 
Governing Body have been integral to the design and have carefully considered the 
use of the school building as part of the process. The Governing Body is in support of 
the expansion proposal. 

3.16 As with the first round of consultation, this consultation process has raised the 
alternative option of delivering a new school in Blythe Valley Park. It has also been 
suggested, through this round of consultation, that a new school could incorporate the 
relocation of Hockley Heath Primary School.   

3.17 The 750 dwellings for Blythe Valley Park will not yield sufficient pupils to sustain a new 
one-form entry school on the site.  No further housing has been identified for Blythe 
Valley Park as part of the review of the draft Solihull Local Plan and consequently 
there is no expectation that the dwelling numbers will change sufficiently to support 
the development of a new primary school.   

3.18 The suggestion to include Hockley Heath Primary School in a proposal to create a 
new school, raises similar issues to the proposal to expand Cheswick Green Primary 
School.  If the new school were located in Hockley Heath then the pupils living in 
Blythe Valley would have to travel to Hockley Heath village.  If the new school were 
located in Blythe Valley, then a local village school would be removed from the heart 
of Hockley Heath village and families that can currently access the school on foot 
would no longer be able to do so.  

3.19 No site has been identified for the creation of a new build school, the S106 funding 
would not be sufficient to support this proposal and the timing of places becoming 
available would not meet the needs of families moving into Blythe Valley Park now.  

3.20 The 90 dwellings identified in the draft Solihull Local Plan can be accommodated 
within the current capacity of Hockley Heath Primary Academy.  It should also be 
noted that as Hockley Heath Primary is an academy school it is not within the 
Council’s gift to make changes to the school, without the approval of the School Trust 
and the Regional Schools Commissioner.  Therefore there is no proposal to make 
changes to Hockley Heath Primary School. 

4. What options have been considered and what is the evidence telling us about 
them? 

4.1 When considering the proposals, the Decision Maker, in this case Cabinet Member, 
can decide to: 

4.2 Approve the proposals; the additional places at Cheswick Green Primary School are 
required in order for the Council to meet its statutory duty to provide sufficient school 
places for its local authority area.  These proposals will provide an increase in primary 
school places to meet the demand from both Blythe Valley Park and Cheswick Place 
developments as identified within the approved School Organisation Plan. Appendix B 
outlines how the proposals meet the Decision Maker’s Guidance.  It is therefore the 
view of officers that that the Cabinet Member should approve the proposals. 



 

 
 

4.3 Approve the proposals with a modification (e.g. the date of implementation); the 
representation period has not identified a need to change the implementation date for 
these proposals. 

4.4 Approve the proposals subject to them meeting a specific condition; the 
guidance outlines a limited number of specific conditions that can set under a 
conditional approval - these are mainly around planning permission and site purchase 
etc.  Should the Cabinet Member approve the proposed expansion, the planning 
application will be considered by Planning Committee by 30 June 2021 and therefore 
any approvals remain conditional until this time. 

4.5 Reject the proposals; If Cabinet Member rejects this proposal then alternative 
schools will need to be identified to meet the growing demand. Expansion is proposed 
at Cheswick Green Primary School because it is the catchment area school and the 
closest school to the developments.  No other school has been identified as suitable 
for expansion, and it likely that any such proposal would incur the same issues as the 
ones raised as part of this consultation process. However, it will increase travelling 
time for parents, incur potential further cost to the Council’s transport budget and may 
result in the expanded school not serving the area where the places are most needed.  

4.6 There is insufficient demand to create a new school and any proposal to do so would 
not be cost effective or bring places on stream at a time to meet the demand. 

5. Reasons for recommending preferred option 

5.1 Solihull Council has a statutory duty to provide sufficient school places for its local 
authority area.  The School Organisation Plan 2020, has identified the need to add 
places to meet demand from the housing developments at Blythe Valley Park and 
Cheswick Place.   

5.2 When evaluating the Decision Maker’s Guidance, as outlined in Appendix B, it is 
Officers’ view that the proposals meet all of the requirements that Decision Maker’s 
should have regard to. 

5.3 When the planning application for the Blythe Valley Park was approved in 2016, the 
expansion of places at Cheswick Green Primary School was accepted and a S106 
agreement has been put in place to support the expansion. 

5.4 Through the consultation process carried out in November 2020 and this subsequent 
representation period the most significant concern of parents and residents is traffic 
and parking around the school site.  These issues have been considered in the 
transport assessment attached to this report and will also be considered in detail by 
the Planning Committee.  Appropriate mitigations are being explored to ensure that 
the impact on the local highway network is kept to a minimum.  

5.5 In addition, the proposed building scheme to deliver the necessary additional places 
required is in accordance with the DfE guidance BB103 for a 2FE primary school. 

 



 

 
 

6. Implications and Considerations 

6.1 State how the proposals in this report contribute to the priorities in the Council Plan: 

Priority: Contribution: 

Economy: 

1. Revitalising our towns and local 
centres. 

2. UK Central (UKC) and maximising the 
opportunities of HS2. 

3. Increase the supply of housing, 
especially affordable and social 
housing. 

This proposal seeks to provide additional 
school places required to meet the demand 
from Blythe Valley Park, a strategic housing 
site with planning approval for 750 dwellings 
and the Cheswick Place development. 

The Council has a statutory duty to provide 
sufficient school places for families living in 
Solihull. 

Environment: 

4. Enhance Solihull’s natural environment. 
5. Improve Solihull’s air quality. 
6. Reduce Solihull’s net carbon emissions. 

Cheswick Green Primary School is the 
closest school to the both developments.  
As part of the planning application for the 
proposal a transport assessment has been 
undertaken to look at the impact of the 
increase in the number of pupils and the 
possible mitigation solutions 

People and Communities: 

7. Take action to improve life chances in 
our most disadvantaged communities. 

8. Enable communities to thrive. 
9. Sustainable, quality, affordable 

provision for adults & children with 
complex needs. 

Increasing the number of school places in 
good and outstanding school will ensure 
that high quality school places are available 
for families moving into the new 
developments.  This proposal seeks to 
provide a cost effective solution to the need 
to provide additional school places. 

6.2 Consultation and Scrutiny: 

6.2.1 This report outlines the statutory consultation that has been undertaken and the key 
issues that have arisen as a result. 

6.2.2 Pre statutory consultation was undertaken for 6 weeks from November 2020, the 
outcome of which was considered by the Cabinet Member on 11 January 2021. 

6.2.3 Any subsequent planning application is also subject to normal planning consultation 
processes. 

6.3 Financial implications: 

6.3.1 Revenue – Additional pupils generate additional Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG), 
which funds extra pupils.  Further, the Schools Forum has approved growth criteria to 
identify additional revenue funding for those schools experiencing growth in pupil 
numbers.  There is an annual specific grant to fund the revenue cost of pupil growth in 
the Dedicated Schools Grant (DSG) which for 2020-21 is £728,500. 

https://www.solihull.gov.uk/Portals/0/Ourvisionandpriorities/Council_plan.pdf


 

 
 

6.3.2 Mitigation – The cost of the park and stride scheme has not yet been identified but 
there is sufficient provision within the growth fund residing in the DSG.  The estimated 
cost of a dedicated school bus from Blythe Valley Park to Cheswick Green Primary 
School, including an adult guide is £24,700 per year for a 16 seater vehicle up to 
£36,100 per year for a coach.  

6.3.3 Capital - S106 funding has been secured and is expected to meet the capital cost of 
additional school places required as a result of both the Cheswick Place and the 
Blythe Valley Park housing developments.  This S106 agreements name Cheswick 
Green Primary School as a receiving school for the funding. This funding could be 
withdrawn in the event that this expansion were not to go ahead. The Children’s 
Services Capital Programme currently includes budgetary provision of £2.5M for this 
proposal but will need to be updated to reflect the latest feasibility scheme, circa £3M  

6.3.4 S106 funding of up to £532,000 has also been secured to enhance public bus 
services from Blythe Valley Park to Cheswick, the Town Centre and Dorridge.  

6.4 Legal implications: 

6.4.1 The Council has a legal duty to ensure there are sufficient school places to meet the 
needs of Solihull children and is required to follow a statutory process when 
considering a school expansion. 

6.5 Risk implications: 

6.5.1 The key risk is that the additional school places cannot be provided in time to meet the 
growth in demand from the developments. 

6.5.2 This expansion does require additional accommodation to be provided at the school 
and will be subject to a full planning application.  

6.5.3 That the mitigation required to make the development acceptable in transport and 
highways terms are unaffordable. 

6.6 Equality implications: 

6.6.1 This proposal seeks to ensure that the families moving into the Blythe Valley Park and 
Cheswick Place housing developments have access to a local school place. 
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